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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


-Osteology of the reply to your correspondent respecting the osteo- 
logy of the common cormorant (Phalocrocorax Carbo), perhaps the following observa- 
tions may not be without interest. The gentleman does not state the sex, this bony 
appendage may be peculiar to the male bird. A few years back I obtained a fine fe. 
male of this species, which I dissected and prepared for an osteological specimen ; on 
examination I find it deficient in this triangular boue, but the cranium is supported 
by a very powerful ligament, attached to the Ist, 2nd and 38rd cervical vertebra, but 
not to the atlas. The additional bone may be merely the result of this ligament con- 
verted into ossific deposits, which I have often discovered to be the case in very aged 
birds. If I presume not too much, this may be the case in the instance alluded to, 
although your correspondent states the bone to have been detached from the vertebra, 


which may have been the result of accident. I have since examined the various birds 


which have the power of elevating the occipital crest, but cannot perceive even a bone 
of this description in a rudimentary form.—J. O. Harper ; Norwich, May 7, 1851. 


Osteology of the Cormorant.—Mr. Duck will find a full description of the peculiar 
bone in the cormorant in the 4th volume of the ‘ Zoological Journal,’ from the pen of 
Mr. Yarrell: he will likewise find a copy of the same in the 17th volume of the ‘ Pen- 


ny Cyclopedia.,—F. Bond ; Kingsbury, May 15, 1851. 


[Mr. Green has also kindly brought me a recent apecisniin, which has afforded me 
an opportunity of verifying the previous descriptions, which I believe are very familiar 
to ornithologists.—E. N.} 


_ Singular Bird’s Nest. —I1 quite agree with Mr. Hewitson that the nest mentioned 
is that of the lesser redpole. I have eggs of the common linnet pure white. It is quite 
likely that the eggs of the lesser redpole may occasionally be quite white also. — F. 
Bond ; Kingsbury, May 5, 1851. | 


Insecta Britannica. —'The first volume of this work is now in the press: it is from 
the pen of Mr. Walker, and contains a portion of the Diptera. Except in the instance 
of a very limited number of unique specimens, all the descriptions are drawn up from 
the matchless collection of British Diptera in the possession of the Entomological 
Club, and Mr. Walker will label the identical insects he describes, for the information 
of entomologists desirous of comparing their specimens.—E. JN. 


Porrected Labial Apparatus of the Steni.—I should be glad to be informed if any- 
thing is known regarding a curious practice of several species of Steni, namely, their 
throwing out a kind of proboscis when killed with hot water: it is generally testaceous 
in colour, and as long as the head ‘and thorax. I am not aware that any other genus 
has this habit, and it only occasionally happens with them, but it is common to more 
than one species. Nothing is to be seen of this member while the insect is alive.— 
George Guyon ; Ventnor, Isle of Wight, May 13, 1851. 


Correction of an Error. —TI find there is a mistake in my last communication, 
(Zool. 3116), caused, I am afraid, by my bad writing. However, in that page, at line 
4, instead of “ the ohn it should be the Briege keepers. — W. W. Reeves; 
Tonbridge Wells. 
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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES, (Continued). 


Weight of the Whale mentioned in the last number. —I have unfortunately mislaid | 


the copy of my note on the whale captured at Lynn, which you kindly printed in your 
last number (Zool. 3107), and therefore I cannot say whether the statement of its 
weight being “‘ computed to be about forty tons” be a misprint or not, but it appears 
to me to be a manifest absurdity that any animal, only twenty-two feet in length, 
should be so ponderous: I-should probably have been more correct had I said “ forty 
hundred weight,” or even “ four tons,” I do not know which, for all my memoranda 


on the subject are missing. I shall be obliged by your noticing this correction in the 


June number.— Alfred Newton ; Magdalene College, Cambridge, May 9, 1851. 
_ [The MSS. is clearly 40 tons, but it should in all probability have been 4 only.— 
E. N.) 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


: _ Third Stereotype Edition, price 8s., with Key, 10s. 6d. 
IN ONE VOLUME. By FALCK LEBAHN. 


CONTAINING : — 

I. A Grammar, with Exercises to every Rule. | : 

II. Unpine, a Tale by De la Motte Fouqué, with explanatory Notes on all diffi- 
cult Words and Phrases. : 

III. A Vocasvunary of 4,500 Words, synonymous in German and English. 

IV. (Bound separate). A Key To THE EXERcIsEs, and Examples on the Exple- 
tives used in German. | 


_ This is the best German Grammar that has yet been published.— Morning Post. 
The Exercises are very good, well graduated, and well designed to illustrate the 


Rules. The “4,500 words, synonymous in German and English,” is a very advanta- 


| geous feature.—Spectator. | 
Mr. Lebahn’s method is clear, simple, and easily followed, everything like intricacy 
being carefully avoided.— Morning Chronicle. 
We cordially recommend this volume as offering facilities to the student not else- 


where to be met with. It is the very best introduction to the language and literature — 


of Germany that we are acquainted with — Douglas Jerrold’s Newspaper. 


. we have examined, — and they are not a few, — we should unhesitatingly say— Falck 
€ Lebahn’s is the book for us.— Educational Times. | , 
n oe Whittaker & Co., and all Booksellers. 


NGLISH BIRDS AND QUADRUPEDS.—A Collection 
of Stuffed English Birds and Quadrupeds‘ WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION 
by Mr. J. C. STEVENS, at his Rooms, 38, King-street, Covent Garden, on Friday, 
the 27th of June, at 12 for 1 o’Clock precisely.—They are in excellent order, and well 
set up in handsome glass cases. The Birds include the Sea Eagle, the Osprey, all 
the Buzzards and Harriers, the smaller Hawks, and many rare spevies, in all about 
170 specimens. The Quadrupeds comprise the Marten, Badger, Otter, &c. The 
entire collection is English, and every specimen has been taken within the last five 
years. Catalogues will be ready ten days before the Sale, and may be had on personal 
- application (or by letter inclosing two stamps) to the Auctioneer, or to Mr. Bird, 5, 
Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, who will be happy to give any further information. 


on, ENTOMOLOGISTS. 


ine \ COLLECTION OF BRITISH INSECTS FOR SALE. — 


‘1 Consisting of 7,000 Specimens, in a fine state of preservation, systematically ar- 
ranged, in 50 glazed drawers, inclosed in an elegant Rosewood Case. Price Eighty- 
ive Guineas. Inquire at No. 6, Jeffrey’s-strect, Kentish Town. 


Had we to re-commence the study of German, of all the German Grammars which 
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_ Art. XXITI.—Note on the Genus Ametalla, with Chiaractess of three Species 
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APPENDIX. 


Arr..XXI.—On the Characters and Affinities of Dohrnia, an Australian Genus 
of Hormocerous Coleoptera. By Edward Newman. - - ¢xxxiii 
Art. XXII.—Characters of a Second Species of a In- 
sect from New Holland. By Edward Newman. - CXXxiv 


supposed to be previously undescribed. By Edward Newman. - - ¢XXxY 
Anr. XXIV.—On the Word Hermaphrodite, as employed in Zoology; considered 

especially with regard to a Bee accidentally possessing some of the distinguish- 

ing Characters of both Sexes. By Edward Newman. - - - oxi 


inches deep, not 2% inches, as printed by mistake. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Mahogany Pedestal Cabinet advertised in the last number, has the drawers 23 


Valuable Contributions, with the signatures H. W. Newman, Geo. Harris, J. H. 
Gurney, A. M. Norman, J. Smith, Robert Dunn, H. L. de la Chaumette, J. B. Ell 
man, - Harrison, W. Thompson, J. Green, H. Harper Crewe, W. Fell, &e. &c., ul- 
avoidably stand over. 

Lists of Lepidoptera. — In answer to sev eral inquiries T may reply that I have no 
other lists than those already advertised ; Mr. Doubleday’s, Mr. Stephens’s, and two 
by Mr. Stainton. 


J. O. Harper.—The paper on the shrike i is not in my portfolio : has it been sent? 


EDWARD NEWMAN, PRINTER, DEVONSHIRE STREET, BISHOPSGATE, 
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